




 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION BY POWERCO LIMITED ON PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 45 OF THE 

UPPER HUTT CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT PLAN 

 

 

To:  Chief Executive Officer 

Upper Hutt City Council 

  Private Bag 907 

  Upper Hutt 

                       Email: planning@uhcc.govt.nz 

 

 

From: Powerco Limited (“Powerco”) 

Private Bag 2061 

New Plymouth  

(Note that this is not the address for service.) 

 

 

Feedback on the Plan Change 45 closes on the 18th of July 2018 

 

 

1. This is a submission by Powerco limited on the Proposed Plan Change 45 of the Upper 

Hutt City Council District Plan.  

 

2. The reasons for Powerco’s submission are set out in the attached schedule (Schedule 

1). In summary, this submission seeks to support the proposed plan change on signage 

which permits health and safety signage in all zones. 

 

3. Powerco does wish to be heard in support of this submission. 

 
4. Powerco could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission. 
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5. If others make a similar submission, Powerco would consider presenting a joint case at 

any hearing. 

 

Dated at New Plymouth this 18th day of July 2018 

 

Signature of person authorised to sign on behalf of Powerco Limited:  

 

____________________________ 

Simon Roche 

 

 

 

ADDRESS FOR SERVICE:  Powerco:  Private Bag 2065,  

                                                           New Plymouth 4340 

 Attention: Simon Roche 

 Phone:  64 06 9681779    

 Email: simon.roche@powerco.co.nz 

                                                           Ref: SUB/2018/30 

 

 

Schedule 1 – Submission by Powerco 
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SCHEDULE 1 

REASON FOR POWERCO’S SUBMISSION  

 

1.  INTRODUCTION TO POWERCO LIMITED 

1.1 This submission has been prepared on behalf of Powerco Limited (Powerco). 

Powerco is New Zealand’s largest electricity and second largest gas distributor in 

terms of network length, and has been involved in energy distribution in New Zealand 

for more than a century. The Powerco network spreads across the upper and lower 

central North Island servicing over 400,000 consumers. This represents 46% of the 

gas connections and 16% of the electricity connections in New Zealand.   

1.2 Powerco’s gas distribution networks are split into six regions – Manawatu, Taranaki, 

Wellington, Hutt Valley/ Porirua and Hawkes Bay. Within Upper Hutt City, Powerco 

operates a gas distribution network, which distributes natural gas to households, 

businesses and industries throughout the district. Powerco, therefore, has an interest 

in Proposed Plan Change 45. Attachment A of this submission shows the various 

types of signage that may be required around Powerco’s assets in Upper Hutt City. 

1.3 Powerco does not have any electricity networks within the Upper Hutt City district. 

2. POWERCO’S SUBMISSION 

2.1 Powerco is supportive of the proposed plan change and seeks to ensure that when 

required we can display health and safety signs and asset identification signs on all its 

gas assets, including those assets located in reserves. These signs are generally 

small in scale but assist with providing information to the public about potential health 

and safety risks. Powerco seeks to ensure appropriate provision is made for such 

signs, which has been provided in the plan change, by making Health and safety 

signage a permitted activity in all zones.  

 

2.2 Powerco supports the objective 8A3.2.1(a), which outlines the needs of the 

community and businesses to identify and advertise businesses and activities. 

However, Powerco seeks network utility operators are added to objective (a) so it is 

clear they are included. This is outlined below in bold and underlined. 

 



 

2.3 Powerco supports rule 8A.3.4.1 in the activity status table, which lists health and 

safety signage as a permitted activity, along with the advice note outlining that this 

rule applies in all zones. Powerco seeks the current wording be retained as drafted. 

 
2.4 The proposed definitions do not include a definition for a “Health and Safety Sign”. 

This may lead to confusion over what meets the criteria to be a permitted activity 

under rule 8A.3.4.1. Therefore, Powerco propose the following addition to the 

definitions chapter:  

                  Health and Safety Sign: 

A sign affixed to a network utility, or any other asset or structure for the 
purpose of providing a health and safety warning, identification or as a 
requirement of other legislation. 

                   

          Powerco is open to revised wording of this definition, which achieves the same 

outcome. 

 

Relief Sought: 

Amendments 
Additions in bold and underlined. 
 
8A.3.2 Objective 
8A.3.2.1 Signage in the district: 
(a) supports the needs of the community, network utility operators and businesses to identify 
and advertise businesses and activities; and 

 

Chapter 2 - Definitions: 

Health and Safety Sign: 

A sign affixed to a network utility, or any other asset or structure for the purpose of 
providing a health and safety warning, identification or  as a requirement of other 
legislation; 

  

Retain without modification as follows: 

Chapter 8A.3.4 Rules table relating to health and safety signage: 

 

Rule Activity Activity Status 

8A.3.4.1 Any health and safety sign. P 

 

Advice Notes: 
• The rules apply in all zones unless otherwise stated. Activities are also subject to rules in the 
relevant chapter. 

 

3. CONCLUDING COMMENT 

3.1 Powerco appreciates the opportunity to provide input on this plan change. As detailed 

above, Powerco has existing gas assets in the area and seeks to be able to install the 



 

appropriate small scale health and safety signage around these assets, without the 

need for resource consent. Should you wish to discuss signage around Powerco’s gas 

assets, please contact Powerco’s customer service team on ph: 0508 427 428 or by 

email: info@thegashub.co.nz. 

3.2 Powerco would be pleased to discuss any of the matters raised above, and comment 

on any documents produced as a result of this consultation. If you have any queries or 

require additional information please do not hesitate to contact Simon Roche (06) 

9681779. 
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Status – Draft 

Standard – 394S104 

Version 5 – 16 June 2017 
 

 

APPENDIX A– GAS SIGNAGE, LABELS AND TAGS 

 

 

Sign Powerco Code Description Size 

 

PG0001 DRS Station Sign 

 

150x100mm 

PG0002 DRS Station Sign 

 

200x300mm 

 

PG0003 PRS Station Sign 150x100mm 

PG0004 PRS Station Sign 200x300mm 

 

PG0005 Street Regulator 
Sign 

150x100mm 

 

PG0006 Gas Measurement 
System Sign 

150x100mm 

PG0007 Gas Measurement 
System Sign 

200x300mm 
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Sign Powerco Code Description Size 

  

PG0008 No Smoking Sign 150x100mm 

PG0009 No Smoking Sign 200x300mm 

 

PG0010 Warning Gas 
Main Sign 

150x100mm 

PG0011 Warning Gas 
Main Sign 

200x300mm 

 

PG0012 Footpath Warning 
Gas Main Sign 

65mmm 
diameter 

 

PG0013 Natural Gas 
Sticker 

400x50mm 

 

PG0014 Authorised Entry 
Sign 

150x100mm 

 

PG0015 Authorised Entry 
Sign 

200x300mm 

 

PG0016 River Crossing 
Sign 

1100x600mm 

Sign Powerco Code Description Size 
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PG0017 Danger do not 
operate valve tag 

 

60x140mm 

 

PG0018 Live Gas Tag 50x90mm 

 

PG0019 Danger High 
Pressure Gas 
Kerb Sign 

125x80mm 

 

PG0020 Danger High 
Pressure Gas 
Sign 

200x300mm 

PG0021 Danger High 
Pressure Gas 
Sticker 

150x100mm 

 

PG0022 Low Pressure 
Gas Valve ID 
Label 

100x50mm 

 

PG0023 Intermediate 
Pressure Gas 
Valve ID Label 

100x50mm 

 

PG0024 Medium Pressure 
Gas Valve ID 
Label 

100x50mm 

 

PG0025 Electrical Hazard 
Warning Sign 

100x100mm 

PG0026 Electrical Hazard 
Warning Sticker 

100x100mm 

Sign Powerco Code Description Size 
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Sign Powerco Code Description Size 

 

PG0027 Danger High 
Voltage Sign 

225x180mm 

 

PG0029 Gas Safety 
Message sticker 

100x60mm 

 

PG0030 Emergency 
Control Valve 
Sign 

100x150mm 

 

PG0031 Emergency Shut 
Off  Valve Sign 

150x100mm 

 

PG0032 Emergency Shut 
Off Valve Sticker 

30x30mm 

 

PG0033 Gas Asset Sticker 150x100mm 

PG0034 Gas Asset Sticker 200x300mm 

 

PG0035 Pressure Setting 
Tag 

90x50mm 

 

PG0036 Gas Service 
Identification 
Sticker 

120x50mm 
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PG0037 Red Defect Tag 50mmx60mm 

 

PG0038 Amber Defect 
Label 

50mmx60mm 

  

 

PG0039 Working Stream 
Label 

150x100mm 

 

PG0040 Standby Stream 
Label 

150x100mm 

 

PG0041 Do Not Operate 
Tag 

120mmx80mm 

 

PG0042 Identification Tag 
(QR Coded) 

40mmx50mm 

 


